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To Pr, Douglas, bifhop of Salisbury, I am indebted for Several
interefling particulars, derived from daily conyerfations, during
an intimate intercourfe of many years with his friend and patron
the earl of Bath. , While I gratefully acknowledge my obligations
to this learned and highly-refpe^ed prelate, for much valuable in-
formation during the progrefs of this work, 1 feel extraordinary gra-
tification in reflecting that the .Memoirs of Sir Robert Walpole have
derived affiftance from the friend of his great opponent, William
Pulteney.

Governor Pownall claims my grateful acknowledgments for the
communication of a veiy ingenious and able erTay on the conduct and
principles of Sir Robert Walpole, which places the minifter in a new
point of view. It is inferted in the Correfpondence.

With the affiftance of thefe extenfive fources of information, I have
been enabled to elucidate many parts of fecret hiftory, either totally
unknown, or wholly mifreprefented, and to trace the motives of
action which influenced the conduct of the minifler, and directed the
views of the Britim cabinet.           ' ;

I have not been biaffed by the prejudices of 'party hatred or party
affection. I have always confidered the connections and principles of
the perfpns from whom I derived political information, and after duly
weighing all the circuniftances, have equally avoided the extremes
on either fide,

It has naturally been my principal object to trace and difcufs
thofe events, which perfonaily relate to Sir Robert Walpole, either
in his public or private character, and in which he was either di-
rectly or eventually concerned. In the courfe of my inquiries, ,and
in the perufal of the numerous documents to which I have had ac-
I obtained information of various collateral circumftances, and
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